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Right Homurablt,. 7 = Ba }-4 13YVI.c.{ XS $ os > 
E may. bedeondred! a} this x: Pdbh! al? owrnels 


and obſcurity ſhould adveiture on Yo 'extraorgina 

a way of vinticard ; my {Ulf and addreſs my Tel 
the judgement of an Authority fo feet MN 
if itbe wichal conlideted' that appt6 
with the incouragement of my Y Any. I hat wy 
to Juſtice, which I have equidl Ho any Net wore 
_—_ ck it wy y be thought R_—_ axe not 


ofthe remon- 
pes I ron no man Wil think Kt proceed from ran- 


without may be exerciſed in "ring on many : : Go 
vernment and ating by will and prerog ative is that which 
we have ſpent our bloud to deſtroy, and which we all 
condemn when we ſuffer thereby. Men corrupt and ating 
crookedly in their places are the diſeaſes and deformity of 
the Common-wealth, ana WI Fuſtice is compar'd 

2 TO 


A 


to a torrent, Or mighty ſiream,. both in regard its conſtant 


ſwift 2201507 prevents all corruption”, and its force and 


ferceneſs carries away the deſigns and Machinations of the 


mighty to their own confuſion. ' | : 
© If inthis relation I have diſcovered the bysſſed actions 
of any man; who by his 1»/creſt and power thinksto'tlude 
the inquiſition of his injuſtice and. eppresſion,. I conceiye 
my ke to haye done as much as if I had deſtroy'd a fa- 
tal -10»ſter, or defeated in the field , an open enemy to 
the publick. What ever I have done-I -humbly-ſubmit 
my- {lf tothe, judgement of this Honourable! » wy" 5 


1{ I have deſerved the; ſentence of the Committee for 


plundered Miniſters, I ſhall as willingly imbrace the con- 
Ermationof it, as Thope a ſpeedy redreſs if I have not; 
Whatever become of je ;,/ ſince I can ſuffer no; greater 
things then I havealtcady. long ſince endured for your 
cate , 1 ſhall as zcalonſly and as heartily for the future 
ſpend my ſclf in-the advancement 'of this Common- 
wealth, as I have already, either by Sea or Land, as pro- 
vidence ſhall bepleaſcd ro.diſpoſe of 


Right Honourable, © + REA 
7 4» Your moſt Faithfull, moſt © 
& RN '',, * Humble and moſt devote . 
{ Job Vi 9OHS! 21015 7 1005 pag gp et VE: 70, 24ts 
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+.  - To the Supream/Authority the © || . 
| .- Of the Common. Wealth of ENGELA x D. . ek E 
The humble Peti ion of willam Knight, lace Miniſter of Whitbey 


FI | 'in the County of York. 
Humbly ſheweth, * 


*\ Hat your Petitioner having officiated inn the Town of Whit- 
| bey 45 Lefarer for the ſpace, of two years, in the year 1649. 
| the Inhabitants drew np a Petition to the Committee; for 
plundered Miniſters for his ſettlement _ them as their Miniſter. 
.' That your Petitioner having delayed the obtaining of the ſubſcri- 
ptions of the neighbouring Miniſters, (which he was told was neceſ[a- 
ry ) till the day that the ſhip he did imbarque tn for London was to ſot 
ſail , he was perſwaded by one Mr. Lovingſtone aud Afr. Young, 
(whoſe free ſubſcriptions he had already gained) to.make wuſe.(inthat 
extremity) of the hands of one Mr. Hicks, and one 21r. Buſhel , to 4 
Certificate of his Abilities and good converſation , they being. ſuch as 
would not have denied him the right hand of fellewſhip; which preſum- 
ption he acquainted them with, by a Letter wherein wasuncloſeda Co- 
2y of the Certificate, and was owned by the [aid Mr. Hicks. - 1 
' ' That being come to London, in regard of hisunacquaintance with 
the proceedings of the Committee for plundred Miniſters , he imployed 
one Wilſon for the procuring of an order of ſettlement , which within 
Some weeks he brought him. oO ooo 
© That being returned with th:s order he officiated quietly till Sept. 
following, at which time by an order from the Committee for plundred 
Miniſters d:refed, to the Committee at York he was ſent for thither 
and charged with the forgery of the [aid order and ſent to priſon, whence 
after a fouhraa ftay he was tranſlated to the Committee for plun- 
ared Miniſters, to anſwer what ſhould be laid to his charge as to that 
order;where he pleading that he had imployed one Wilſon 3n the pro- 
_ of it , but not producing the ſaid Wilſon , and for that he was 
alſo charged with the preſumption of the foreſaid Certificate by one 
Conyers aud 24r. Adoniram Byfield he was taken into cuſtody, 
where he continued a moneth till the Committee, ſenſible of his weak-. 
ſs and ſurpriſal in the one, and ſatisfied of his innocenty iu the other, 
ordered him to be ſet at Liberty. | 
T hat being at Liberty he went Miniſter in the Ship, whereof Capt. = 
. Bodelay was Captain and continued in that ſervice 12 moneth, 


” TE : 44 | - 


appear. o: 
He bubbly prayes ſince he 14 not of the meaneſs fo thoſe that 


9” "ſ 


T hat at his return hearing that the ſaid Wilſan was for ſome noto- 
1iaus Crimes in New-gate , and that \Nhithey had.all the time of by 
- #bſence beep utterly #nſupplicd,he was defered to apply hinoſelf afreſh 
to the Committee ; which he did bringing the acknowledgement of the 


ſaid  aprodureng beer Certificates , as alſo a new Petition 
from the Inhabitants of Wl 
Decemb.11. 1650. fully ſetled in the place. F721 
* Tet fo ut s,, Right Honourable,that notwithſtanding all theſe pro- 
ceedings in July left r 6, 
, Committee for plundred Miniſters , four where relate to the foreſaid 
Certificate ad 24 
 bbelling, &C. by means wheredf he was ſequeſtred. on the 28 day of 
Now in regard the Committee bad formerly clear'd your Petitige 
| 4s beth to the Certificate aud Order aforeſaid, by their Ore 


they, whereupon he was by an Order of 


, there were Articles exhibited againſt him @t the 


forged Order,and an 8.'charge? him with drunkgnueſs, 


der 11. 1650: Aud that the witneſſes againſt him 
to the 8. Art. are all prophane perſons and of evil conver{ation, 
and known Malignants, and by a Malignant deſign ſuborned 
againſt him, and their informations utterly falſe, as he can make 


have appeared to reſcue this Nation from unjuſt and ufyrp- 
ing powers, that your Honours would not ſuffer hins to be uyt- 
wut 'cruſtd by the malicious deſigns of potent enennes , but 
grant him that conntenance and redreſs , which yau in your 


PA wiſdoms ſhall think, the juſtice of his cauſe may de- 
eo 


And he ſhall (as in duty 
bound ever pray) &c. 


| 
; 


V inDICATION 
ne "06 a 
WILLIAM KNIGHT, 
| Late Miniſter of Whitbey in the County of Tor IN | 


Wherein avs diſcovered the Deſign, Means, and Tnſlvumene 
of his Sequeſtr ation}, which happened onthe 18of Di+ | 


TheCasxtand 


cember" 1652. at the Committee for Plundred | 
Miniſters, Mr. Gilbert Milliagton bezng... -.. 


"it the Chair. 


[ea aiacnT conſider the carriage of my life, 'even-fremthe 
[-<ISS firſt dawnings of reaſon and conſideration, thareve- 
oF ry.man ought to have of the end he is to-aim ar in - 
Tall this World. I cannot but obſervehow. that: Provi- 
—— ce, which. diſpolethevery, man- terbe an. inſtru- 

m ent of good Or evl, according.toits decrees , hath-carvied me on 
in all my a ions, to indeavour the promotion.ofithe publich, good, 
before any. provate intereſt of mine own. 
And this. -muſt acknowledge was that, that. made meat,once - 
forſake-my friends:aud Countrey. ,- and inſenfiblydrew-me onto - 
be oneof the; earlieſt. ingagers-in.that.cauſe , which for its enemy 
bad an-ufurping:power in Church and. State. Wherein I can give-- 
no'Sreater evidence af my forwardneſs than:may Perſonaliingaging - 
in fifteen Battels and/Skirmiſhes in E-g/and and. Trelaud., not to- 
mention,-my;ſufferings otherwiſe, and particularly, my. inpriſon- 
ment at Dzrham and York, by the late Kings forces , whereafter | 
the Torment of 24 hours Neckand Hee/'s 1;remained = 
06 


! 
{ 
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(2) 4 
allowance near four moneths , and of 200 Exgl:/fs and Scots pri-, - 
ſoners , was one of the faſt exchang'd. - : = ET 
However, I continued in my fidelity and ſervice to the Parlia- 
mert, till the beginning of the year 1645. when it pleaſed rhar /þ5- 
rit which bloweth where it lifteth to call me to the exerciſe- of thoſe 
gifts, which my engagement in the Wars had ſomewhat fmothered; 
and' that this alſo-was the work of the fare providence Icanno © 
doubt, when I conſider it happened in ſuch parts of Tork-/hire , as 
had not yet ſhaken off the darkneſs and implicity of Epiſcopal 
times , and obſerye theſucceſs it pleaſed God to grant my teach- 
ings and inſtructions; to the advancement of piety, and his Go= 
pel. "SEO oo; _ 
In this jmployment I ſpent'my ſelf till the year 1647. at which 
time God put it into the hearts of the Inhabitants \of xhirbey , to0' 
deſire my .removeal from the part where I then exerciſed ro come 
among them, whither , to fatisfie the importunity of the well- 
affected of that place, I conſentedto come, and there I officiated 
as LeCturer. (onely on Wedneſdays) till 1649. requiring nothing 
cowards my ſubſiſtance bue the free Contributions of the well-affe- 
Qed, while one Mr. 7/004 (formerly ſequeſtred for his miſde- 
meanours and malignancy) intruded into the office of preaching 
on the Lords days. | 
Theſe'chings being obſerved by one Mr. Richard Conyers, he 
by the ſtrength of his friends and intereſtin the Pariſh obtains ad- 
mittance to officiate there, till ſome one were lawfully ſertled in'the 
place , not doubting to receive the profits thereof for the time he 
ſhould continue ſo doing. hs OY 403-5 7 
But the ſaid Conjers having at no great diſtance a benefice- of 
100 Marks per an. andnot able todiſcharge himſelf of both, he 
deſired my aſſiſtance at zyhitbey , ſo far onely as to preach che 
morning Sermon , he himſelf being rn by to/preach'iin the after- 
noon, promiſing me, - before divers of the Pariſh for my aid afli- 
ſtance, the ſum of 24 /;b. by the year, whereto I conſented, as being 
not yet publickly called to the Miniſtry, and lying on the private 
-———__ of the well-affe&ted , whoſe intreaties had brought me 
er. | | 
But ſo far was the ſaid Conyers from performing either p- 
ET tne 


(3), 
the Covenant betwixt us, that as to the former, I muſt confeſs, he- 
obſerved it for about three moneths, | but'for the remainder of the: 
year, he hardly appeared on che place; And for the latter I had, 
fair words, but not one peny ſatisfaction to this day... _ © 
*- Theſe crooked dealings of the faid Conjers moved the inhabi- 
tants of /hithey,to draw up a Petition-to the Committee for plu- 
dared Miniſters for my ſetlement among them, _ Having the Peti- 
tion of the Town and Pariſh put into my hands, I was told that, 
there was requiſite withall a Certificate from ſome neighbouring 
Miniſters to teſtifie my abilities and good converſation. Now 1t. 
happened through my little acquaintance in affairs of this nature, 
that Ihad delayed my applications to the neighbouring Miniſters 
of my acquaintance till the day of my departure ; which being_to 
be by Sea, and thar.the ſhip wherein I was to embark.was'to ſet 
ſay! the ſame day,I was perſwaded by Mr. Levingſtone 8 Mr.Tojong, 
(whoſe ſubſcriptions Thad then obtained) ro makeuſe, in this ex- 
tremity, of the hands of one Mr. Hicks and one Mr. Buſhel, which: 
upon confidence. of their condeſcention 'I conſented ſhould be 
done, and accordingly. Mr. Tox»g put down their hands to the 
Certificate, while I writt a Letter'to each of them, wherein was 
incloſed a Copy of the Certificate to acquaint them what I had 
dene. V Vhich preſumption of mine Mr."Hzcks owned ſince by a 
Letcer to me, and acknowledged this: y confidence of his frind- 
ſhip as a favour , before Mr. Luke 'Rotyn/an ,and Mr. Thorntoy at 
Pickering , and for Mr. B«ſvel! , though I muſt confeſs I received 
nothing from him in return to my Letter, yet I believe he had not 
difavow'd it, had he not been ſurpriſed in the buſineſs by the ſaid 
Conyers. © CS F 
Being come to London, I was no ſooner lodged, but one Mr.7il- 
ſon having heard ſomething of the occaſion of my coming up, ſent 
for me, pretending great readineſs to further my buſineſs. And to 
perſwade me how effetual his affiſtance might beto me , he pre- 
rended to be a conſtant Sollicitour at the Committee, for planared 
Ainiſters, and no leſs than Cofin to Mr. Gilbert Millington the 
then perpetual Chair-man there. By which pretences,my' weakneſs 
and ignorance of the affairs of the ſaid Committee being/wrought 
upon and overcome, Idelivered him what-gapers and igftruQtions - 
FOG ET ett OB A. 


(4) 
I conceived requiſite for obtaining an Order of ſetlement at zwhit- 
bey, having upon his undertaking of my buſineſs given him to- 
wards Clarks Fees , and other expences as he pretended was neceſ- 
ſary 2/56. 10 s. and left order for the payment of 7 /ih. more 
when the order was taken out, for his Sollicitation therein. 

Having thus referred my buſineſs to the ſaid /i//0z,, I appeared 
not my ſe}fin it, and ſo within a ſhort time he brought me : i Or- 
der and received the ſaid ſum of 7 /:b: Ky virtue of the faid Order, 
I officiated at zhitbey till September following, about which time, 
| byan order of the Committee for plundred Aeinifters , direfted to 
the Committee at Tork,, I was ſent for thither , where appearing, 
I was charged with the forgery ofthe foreſaid Order , but having 
no other plea then that 1 knew nothing but that it was a true or- 
der , and that in the procuring of it I had imployed the Sollicita- 
tion of one z7://0x (though Colonel Fairfax , one of the Commit- 
teeupon fight ofit affirmed that he had ſeen many Orders in. that 
hand before.) I was committed to 7ork priſon, where having re-. 
mained ſome time, I defired to be tranſlated to Zoxden, to anſwer 
what might be laid to my charge in that particular , which, having 
put in good ſecurity for my appearance before the Committee for 
plundred Miniſters, with much ado, I obtained, 

Appearing before the ſaid Committee, I was afreſh charged 
with the forgery of the ſaid Order , to which my anſwer being the 
fame as before, and that I could not produce the ſaid z7/7://0n, I was 
ordered into cuſtody. Now it happened ſo that the aforefaid Co- 
»yers (a man of a very inquiſitive, and active malice againſt me, 
Ge what reaſons I know not) having by ſome means or other 
fiſhed out, that Mr. Hicks, and Mr. B«ſe/Ps hands were onely by 
preſumption at my Certificate (as I have before acknowledged) 
takes a journey to London, and brings it at the ſame time upon 
' the ſtage before the Committee , which aggravating what was 
hidro my charge before, {for which I am obliged be/ides Mr. Co- 
»rers to Mr. Adoniram Byfield) rendered me the more criminal in 
the ſence of the Commitree , ſo that upon the charge both of the 
Order and Certificate I continued in cuſtody the ſpace of a 
moneth or better , till at laſt the Committee conſidering my weak- 

veſs and furpriſal in the one, and having fome perſwaſion of 
| my 


z) 

my innocency -in the other , ordered me to be ſet at Liberty. 

But I cannot omit the advantage the ſaid Conyers made of all 
this. During my reſtraint he Petitions the Committee for the pro- 
fits of the year 1649. (but 60 ib.) wherein I had born all the 
burden, but what is before mentioned, and for which by his own 
agreement I was to receive 24 /;h. V Vhat he deſired was accord- 
ingly granted ; but as for the Petition he brought up to the Com- 
mittee upon that occaſion, as from the Town of z#hirbey , I muſt 
confeſs I am much diſſatisfied , it being ſubſcribed by onely ſome 


nine or ten Malignants ; and a greater miracle tome yet, was, to - 


conceive how the Town-ſeal came to beat it, having, upon a ſtri& 
jnquiry , never yet met with any one of the Town that was privy 
thereto, it being a thing not granted , but on occaſions that con- 


cern the whole Town, and that at a full convention of the 24 Bur» 


eſles. | 
, But he was not.content with the obtaining of the profits as 
aforeſaid , though undeſervedly , but to take a full and final re- 
venge of me, Ido much ſuſpe&t he 5dented with Mr. Phelpes, that 
the order for my Liberty ſhould be ſo drawn up , as that I was to 
be bound in 300/73, never to preach at z/hitbey more; thele being 
courteſies which Mr. Phe/pescan do with a wet finger, though con- 
trary to the ſence of the Committee, when he hath a mindeto plea- 
ſure a friend,and todrawa Fu r L order. | 
But having obtained my Liberty without ſubmiſſion to this 
order ,, I had not been many days abroad, but Captain Bodelay 
being deſigned for L:isbone to reduce the ſhips there under P. Ru- 
ert, ſent for me,and propoſed to me the Chapin of the ſhip 
ethen went in (the Happy Enterance,) which out of the zeal 1 
ever had to ſerve the publick, and to give way to the ſtorm of my 
misfortunes, I accepted of: And in that ſervice (wherein we met 
with three very hot ingagements) I ſpent a whole year till the 
faid ſhip returned. | 
Being come aſhore at Detford, I came up to London, where I 


underſtood that zyhitbey had all that time been unſupplied of a Mi- 
niſter. But here I muſt take notice of a remarkable tra& of provi 


+ a—_— 


dence. The foreſaid z/i//on, who had wes jc into all my ca= 


lamiries, was by an Order. of che Councel of State , for ſome noto- 
B 2 rious 


| (6) 
. rious crimes, committed to New-Gare. ' Underſtanding of his 
being there 1 applied my ſelf afreſhto the Committee, producing 
©; . anacknowledgement from the ſaid 77/5/ſon +0f-my innocency' as to 
_-. the forgery of the Order. Nay, he-ſo farcleared me of the leaſt 
concurrence thereto, that with many imprecations he avowched 
the ſame to be a real Order, ſaying, that if he were brought before 
the Committee, he. was confident Mr. 4:liington would not deny 
the Order , which affertion I gave the greater credic to, for that 
ſome of /hitbey had-told me, that they, out of a particular deſire 
to be ſatisfied in that point, had, upon ſearch, found that very Or- 
der entered: into: ſome of the Clarks books about 7eſtminſter; 
whichrif ſo, I may ſay that it is not impoſſible that Clarks may as 
well ſtifle Orders: at their pleaſure, as deprave the fence of the 
Committee, according as the parties ſhall ſacrifice. 
This acknowledgement being acccepted by the Committee, I 
produced this following Certificate. . | 


March 27. 1650. | 


We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being neighbouring Mi- 
»iſters to the T own of Whitbey, 3x the County of York, do certifie to 
all whom it may, concern , that Mr. William Knight”, late inifter 
of that Town was a -man of honeſt life and godly converſation, and as 
befitted a Miniſter of the Gosþel; behaved himſelf in a way of la- 
bouriouſneſs , and ſound preaching while he aboad there , that we- 
were very ready to give him the right hand of fellowſhip , and imbrace 
him as a fellow-labourer in the Lords Vine-yard , and in our appre- 
benſfions he did much good by-his Miniftery, while he was there ,* and 
is much wanted now he 1s abſent, and would be gladly received, and 
might do much good for the future if he may be permitted to return 
to the ſaid Town. Given under our hands. the .day and year above 


written. | 
 _.__-. William Simpſon Clark. 
_ . -,-George Emot Miniſter 
-_ =. of Glai/aale. 


This Certificate from the foreſaid Miniſters was back'd with this 
teſtimonial from Mr. $/ater, and Mr, Kenti/o.. 


Decem- 


4D IEEE EE 
id». December: it» « 1650.5: "Y 

' Theſe are to certifie whom it may concern that the bearer hereof 

Mr. William Knight ix a mar of whoſe abilities in preaching we. have 

| had gooq experience, and do conceive him to be- ſound in Doftrine and 

w__ c | "IE ; . LE . | 

frarere wife and converſation, and likely to prove an uſefull 1nſtru- 
ment to promote the glorie of God, and the good of Souls. . In' witneſs 
whereof we have hereunto ſet our hands.”  - 7 a 


Sam. Slater: Minifters of Ca- 
Rich. Kentiſh. {therin's Zowdoy. 


> 


But further to inform the Committee how I had ſpent my ſelf 
ſince I had laſt appeared before then as a Criminel ; I produced _ 
this Certificate from Captain Boaelay. | SE 


T heſe are to certifie whomſoever it may concern, that the bearer , 5 

hereof Mr. William Knight wenr forth with me 08” my laſt exped:- 

tion in the States ſhip, called the Happy Enterance, and continued 

with me about twelve moneths the term of the voyage ,in which time 

bis deportment and behaviour was civil, and\ according to his profeſ=. 

fron , and alſo that he was indu$trious to preach the Word among us © 
whenſoever opportunity preſented. . ER | 

Dated near Zondoz, the 11. - Ric. Bodelay. - 

of December 1650. ci 2 


But theſe Certificates-were not yet ſufficient, wherefore T was, 
for further Trial, referr'd to the examination of a Committee. of 
the Aſſembly of Divines, who ſent me back with this Certificate. :. 


December 12. 1650. + 


| Actording to an Order dated the 11 of December 1650. from the 
Committee of the Parliament of England for plundred Miniſters, to 
the Committee of the Aﬀembly of Divines, for examination of VVill. 
Knight, #0 officiate the cure of the Church of VVhitbey in the County ' 
of York. . Theſe are to certifie the ſaid Committee for plundred Mi- | 
niſters, :hat upon exammation of the" ſaid Mr. Knipht ,. and ſome -— 
T rial of his gifts and abilities itt the Miniſtry,we conceive hins'ts be 4 
Ou WT fe 


(8) 
fit to officiate the cure aforeſaid. In witneſs whereof, we hereunts 
{ubſcribea our names. | | 


VVill. Carter. John Dela Match. 
VVill. Reyner. Tho. Carter. 
Richard Byfield. 


Theſe Certificates and 7 | being conſidered , and the 
acknowledgement of the ſaid z;1/o» accepted , as alſo a Petition 
from the inhabitants of z7hizbey, read, produced the following Or- 
der for my ſettlement , whereby I conceive my ſelf cleared of all 
things formerly laid to my charge, and leaſt the malice of my ene- 
mies might bring any thing in judgement againſt me afterward, it 
was moved by that publick ſpirited Patriot Mr. Lzke Robinſon , that 
they might be quoted inthe Order. 


At the Committee for plundred Miniſters, 
December 1x. 1650. 


Whereas this Committee have the 18 of Otober 1649. committed 
VVilliam Kaight, A4inifter of the Word, to the cuftody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms attending the Parliament, for forging an Oraer of this 
Committee for ſetling hum #n the Church of VVhutbey, inthe County 
of York,which the ſaid Knight alleadgeth was given him by one John 
VVilſon, but did not then produce the ſaid V Vilſon , and it is now 
informed that the ſaid VVillon 7s committed to New-gate for ſeveral 
notorious crimes, and that the ſaid V Vilſon doth not deny, but that he 
gave the ſaid Order to the ſaid Mr. Knight ; It s therefore ordered 
upon the Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of VVhitbey aforeſaid, 
that the ſaid V Villiam Knight , of whoſe piety and paſtoral abilities 
this Committee hath received good teStimony , do rihwith officiate 
the cure of the ſaid Church of V Vhitbey as Vicar, and preach dili- 
gently to the Pariſhioners there , and that he ſhall have for hs pains 
therein the Vicarage houſe aud Glebelands , and all the Tithes Rents, 
Duties, and Profits whatſoever of the ſaid Vicarage , till further Or- 

der ſhall be taken in the premiſſes, .and all perſon and perſons are re- 
guired quietly to permit the ſaid Myr. Knight ro officiate the ſaid care, 
and to enter, poſſeſs, and injoy the ſaid Houſe andGlebelands , and to 
bhave,receive,and take to his own uſe all the Tithes, Rents,Datics, and 


pro- 
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profits whatſoever of the ſaid Vicarage , as they will anſwer the con- 


trary at their peril. 
Gilbert Millington. 


VVith the foregoing Orderl1 returned to zyhircbey , where I had 
not long reſted ere the ſpirit of envy entered the ſaid Conyers, to 
make complaint to the Committee for plundered 14:»iters of my 
inſufficiency , which procured an Order for another examination 
of me to be made by ſome neighbouring A£:/ers,but becauſe it 
was by a ſubſequent Order diſcharged, without any thing done, I 
have theleſs to ſay to it. TE. 

Yet with this could I not be quiet , but ſuch was the deſire of my 
ruine in the ſaid Conyers, and ſome others, that notwithſtanding 
what had paſt, in 7-ly laſt, there were Articles exhibited againſt 
me at the Committee for plundred 1ifers , ſubſcribed by Rich. 
Conyers ; to which , it was referr'd to three Juſtices in the Coun- 
trey, to examine, and croſs-examin V Vitneſſes. —_ 

The Articles are too long, and tao many to be inſerted in this 
place , but what partiality was uſed againſt me at the examination 
raken at z7hitbey, as alſo what hath been the iſſue of their return 
hither (though it be that which put me upon this extraordinary 
way of vindicating my ſelf ) I ſhall as briefly as I can lay down, 
and ſhew, through the whole carriage of this buſineſs , how op- 
preſſive the intereſt of (not long ſince profeſſed) Malignants may 
be to any honeſt man , though never ſo innocent , but mare eſpe- 
cially when they are ſo fortunate in their infinuations as te corrupt 
thoſe, who moſt immediately derive their Authority from the 
Parliament , and execute their malice on the well-affeed by their 
hands that ſhould prote& them. | | 

The firſt thing I ſhall note is the ſubtilty of my proſecutours in 
the choice of the Juſtices examinants, wherein I. am particularly 
obliged to the induſtry of Sir Hagh Chelmeley', whaw I have juſt 
reaſon to think the firſt wheel of this malicious proſecution againſt 
me, and to have ſet all thereſt in motion, upon what grounds I 
ſhall in fit place mention. | 

One was Sir 1/i/am Strick/and , but 2 Brother in Law to the 
foreſaid Sir Hygh. A ſecond was Chriſtopher Percehay Eſquire,bro- 
| ther 
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ther in Law to Sir zy/iliam, the third Henry Hall Eſq; whom 1 
muſt confeſs-tohave brought much indifferency_co the diſcuſſion * 
of the buſineſs. " + WEN 6h {eB 
Secondly, 1 expected the Juſtices ſhould not have been courted 
at ſo great a diſtance; as Sir.z7i//iam Strick/and, who lives. 24 York- 
ſhire rgiles from 1hitbey; Mr. Percehay 19. and Mr. Hall 26. there. 
being three, or more Juſtices within 14 miles of the place. | 
Thirdly, as tothe V Vitneſles againſt me,I expected they ſhould 
have been ſuch as lived within a proportionate diſtance, . as bein 
the more competent informers as to matter of fa&,and ſuch as,had 
known my converfation ; and made a conſcience of their actions ;. 
Burt I found ſome faces I knew not, Malignants, Servants, or- in 
ſome way Relatives tothe Family of the Cho/mleys. But I ſhall not 
BEER them till I come tothe 8 Article, co which they.moſt | 
We. *--——- | ES 

"Fourthly T looked for ar equal freedom to produce VVitneſles 
for-me , as well as my proſecutours had to produce againſt me. 
All that they brought, though many of them precariozs , and ſuch 
as I ſhall-hereafter deſcribe them, were freely received, upon bare 

aſſertions ; whereas of 40 that were come to. the place on my be-. 

talf, though honeſt men,and ſuch as proffered' their informations 

upon Oath, there were admitted but 7 to.teſtifie. 

_ Laſtly, Icouldexpe& no Hefs than a true return of the exami- 

nation , but there I.am alſo-deceived ; For I finde many things 

paſſed at hitbey omitred , and ſome things ſent up under my 
name as confeſſed by me, which I never affirmed. 

- Theexamination thus returned being to be debated on Thur/- 
day Decemb. 23. itſo hapned that upon -reading what was ſaid to 
the 8 Art. I found: (the more to ſurpriſe me in my defence as I . 
conceive) that the Copy of .the examination taken from 
Mr. Phelpes, wanted the informations to the 8 Art. all ſave one. 
Upon which it was moved, that T might have a true Copy of 
the examination, and that the debate might bereferr*d to another 
day, which was to bethe Thurſday following. | 

I muſt confeſs, when 1 firſt underſtood that Mr. 2£GU:ngton was 
in the Chair, I promiſed my ſelf the greater Juſtice , becauſe he 
was the beſt acquainted with the buſineſs, I was now the 71rd time 
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to be charged with,& might have remembred my ſufferings atTork 
and London, and the Committees acquital of me by the foremen- 
tioned Order of Decemb. 11. 1650. ſubſcribed Gilbert Millington. 
But ſhould I have wanted that expeRation ,'yet I flattered my felf 
with the hopes of a patient and unprejudiceddebate. But here alſo 
I reckoned before my Hoſt. For upon the firſt calling of the cauſe 
Mr. 24:/ingtoy burſts forth into his ordinary laughter , and fays, - 
O this 15 my Coſin , a poſture certainly not ſo becoming a Judge, 
when the thing in debate concerns the lively-hood of a man and 
his relations. But by thoſe words I.conceive he was well acquaint- 
ed with thebuſineſs to be debated, and had not forgotten Mr. /4- 
ſon, Nor can I omit a ſtrange expreſſion of his the Thurſday be- 
fore, when it was ſaid that Mr. Lake Robinſon, and the well-affeRt- 
ed of the County appeared for me, and that I had a Petition ſub- 
{cribed by 140 of the beſt affeted of hitbey, Mr. Millington 
anſwered ; He may be the greater Knave for that. And when the 
ſaid Petition was again offered to the Committee by certainMaſters 
of ſhips of zhitbey , Mr. Millington asked them , what will you 
make him worſe than he.zs ; Which expreſſions ſpeak-no ſmall pre- 
judice in him againſt me, and argue a ſtrange forgerfulneſs of what 
had paſt bop in. cps hand concerning me before. I may add to _ 
this the ſhortneſs of the debate, which not laſting a quarter-of an 
hour was for the moſt part laugh'd out, & abruptly cuc off with Mr. 
Alillingtons W 1TKDRAavv,theCommittee having heard all that 
could be iaid againſt me, but very little of what was to be ſaid; for 
me. I do not ſay but Mr. 17:/{izgtox in others mens caſes' may be 
ſtraight and unbyaſſed , but for my part I have juſt reaſon to fear 
my caſe was (in effect) judged beforeit was debated , and that1 
came nÞ 200 miles, not to be heard, but to receive my. | 

And now Icometo the Articles, which are-in number 19. I 
ſhall pitch onely on thoſe cowhich informations are given, :and 
they are in a manner but two of the number ; the 2.and the 8.. The 
2 concerns the forging of Mr. Hicks, and Mr. 'Bwſvels hands to.a 
Certificate, to which 1 can make. no-.other anſwer then what I 
have ſaid pag. 3. which I think is ſufficient. Upon-'the —_ 
of the Order pretended to be forged: by. #/:1/ez , -and that:Cerrtifi- 
cate I ſuffered impriſonment at 7ozk, and Londen , and conceive 
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my ſelf acquitted by the aforeſaid Order of Decemb. 11. 1650. 
Unleſs a man may be charged a new for an offence he hath once 
ſuffered for. And here I amcotake notice of an Affidavit of the 
ſaid Cenyers , made before a Maſter of the Chancery to that pur- 
poſe, viz. That Mr. Hicks, Mr. Buſhel; Mr. Bradley had diſavow'd 
ro the ſara Conyers, the giving of their hands to one William Knight 
of Whitbey, and that therefore his making uſe of the ſaid hands to 4 
Certificate was forgery in the ſaid Knight. To which I anſwer, 
that as for Mr. Hicks, and Mr. Baſhel , I have already cleared up 
how it was, but as for M. Bradleys hand it was not at allat it,and he 
himſelf being at the examination at yhirbey, teſtified that he had 
never ſpoken with the ſaid Conyers about any ſuch Certificate. 
"Therefore to requit him forhis Afrdavir, I ſay, that whereas Rich. 
Conyers maketh Oath that Myr. Bradley diſavow'd a thing to him, 
whereof he had never any diſcourſe with him, but ſweareth it to be [0 
pon other mens relations , the ſame # perjury in the ſaid Conyers: 
And this perjury of his T muſt confeſs indeed , was ſo much ob- 
ſerved at the examinationthat the Juſtices ſhook their heads ar it, 
and utterly diſmiſſed the 4fidavir, yet by ſome means or "other 
finde it ſhuMed into theexanination returned. | 
To make this Affidavit authentick, there ſtands up a Letrer- 
carrier, alias an Atturney ; who affirmed the ſubſcription of the 
Affidavit to be Conyers own/hand , and the Maſter of Chaxcery's 
to be his hand, and-of another thing ſubſcribed by oh» Phelpes,af- 
firms that to be the- proper hand of che ſaid 7ohn Phelpes ; in all 
which there is no great miracle, for the man hath of a long time 
been ſo well acquainted withiother mens hands,and their ſeals too, 
that ſome body did penance for it with a piece of white paper on 
Whitbey-crols. - | : MY 
The heavieſt charge againſt me, is what is ſaid tothe 8 Article, 
which at firſt ſight ſeems to be very horrid. The words are. That 
be ta netoriouws arunkard , a Libeller, a perſecuter of the growing 
light, and very _— both in Morals and Intelletuals. + 
' And tothis Article there ſpeaks firſt one Thomas Redhead of 
Stantondale , who fays he ſaw me'drunk about ſix or ſeven years 
ſince (wherehe hath forgotten) to omit that he ſpeaks at ſix and 
leven; thus much I muſt ſay of him, that he was ever a very zealous 
| Ly | Ma- 
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Malignant, a creature of Sir Hgh's, and brought him conſtant in- 
; relligence when he kept Marborongh for the late King; as for the 
* Teſtimony, it is abſolutely fall. - 

' A ſecondisone Robert Dove of Newton , who ſayes he ſaw me 
drunk about five years fince. This is a Souldier: under Sir Hzgh 
for the King , a prophane idle perſon, and a falſe witneſs, and this 
is _ ſpeaks to libelling, v;z. that I ſhould write theſe words in a 
BidIe. | 

John Neſs 5 az hone$t max , 

And ſo. is John Swayles, 
And all the reſtof the Town 
Are pudding-belly'd Carles. 


VVhich is equally true with the former. 


A third, is one oh» King of Newton, another of Sir Hugh's Ma- . 


lignant Souldiers , a drunken licentious perſon, and therefore fit 
to make a falſe witneſs. | 

The fourth is Foh» Brignel of Lamyſtoy, in the County of Dur- 
ham, one I had never ſeen his face before the examination at z/hit- 
bey, and this man makes me drunk at Scarborough, .and to make 
his information ſeem more authentick, he ſayes it was: the 10 of 
Novemb.'1651. and that I made great remembrances of one wid- 
dow Stevenſon , to omit that he was a Captain, (forſooth) in 
the Kings Army , and very famous for his plundering of the well- 


' affeRed of Biſhoprick, I anſwer to the Teſtimony that I was not - 


rhat whole V Vinter at Scarborough , and for widdow Stevenſon, I 
am yetto learn whether there be any ſuch woman in the world. 
This man for old acquaintance ſake was often intertained at Sir 
Hugh's about the time of examination,which certainly he the more 


deſerved that he would take the pains to come near 50 miles to 


bear falſe witneſs to do him a courteſie. 
The next is Rob, Hick ſon Of Sunderland , in Biſhoprick,, an Of- 
ficer alſo as the former and his co-plunderer , and one famous for 


his fornications, &c. in Holand, and is come as far as the former, 


and to break the ninth Commandment. 


The next is Marmaduke Newton of Whitbey , who taxes me 
about four years ſince for reeling as I went into a boat at Londoy. 
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This is a Tenant of Sir Hxgh's , and therefore more eaſily drawn 
on to bely his conſcience and bear falſe witneſs againſt his neigh- 
bour. But was not this man, who by ſaying a few words, did pre- 
ſerve the favour of Sir Hugh, and got a Cow's ſummer graſs into 
the bargain, wiſer in his generation, than another Tenant of Sir 
| Hugh's, who for refuſing to ſabſcribe a Petition againſt Mr. Knight 
was within an hour aſter warned out of his houſe and farm ? 

The laſt is Thom. Hodgſon of Sneron, who ſayes the ſame thing 
as the former, about five years fince ; Though they ſpeak both of 
the ſame time, yer their Teſtimonies agree within a year. But for 
the latter ; to omit a double deſertion of the Parliaments forces, he 
is one ſo leavened againſt the preſent Government that his ordi- 
nary profeſſion is, That he had rather ſerve the Tark than the Par- 
lament, Es | 

There was another witneſs againſt me, touching the point of 
drunkenneſs, though not returned in the examination. And thar 

is one z/:liam Wiggoner. Though I cannot fay this man did any 
thing out of any affection to Sir Hugh Cholmeley , who being for 
the Parl. had fent him priſoner to Hz/! , for having with his ſon 
Bagwith brought over Arms out of Hol/ard, for the uſe of the late 
King. Yet his relation of Father-law to Conyers may excuſe hiin 
for being a little chewri/ conſcienc'd. But the reaſon why his Teſti- 
mony is concealed I conceive is;that,as he is himſelf a very habitual 
drunkard, ſo'that very time he taxed me to have been druxk,, he 
himſelf was ſo fro/ick , that as he fate at the Table he fell back- 
wards and broke his head. For his Teſtimony to the 4 Art. Itis 
true, onely he hath miſtaken a year or two. 

Here arec:7ht,and *tis great pity they could not make up twelve, 
and ip have made a 7#y , they are ſuch good men and true , and I 
think as well c#/*d. Of this number there are but two of z7hithey, 
and what they are I have alſo expreſſed ; Butrertainly had I been 
euilty of any inclination that way, the experience ofalmoſt 6 years 
could not but have furniſhed enemies to obſerve it. But it ſeems. 
thoſe who knew my converſation could charge me with no ſuch 
thing, and therefore perſons of /ew'd lives, diſaffefted , and —_ 
0x Souldiers of the Kinps Army, and fuch as I had never ſeen 
their faces, muſt be pick&deven out of other Counties to- inform 

. againſt 
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againſt me. -But alas! they were ſuch honeſt men at the examina- 
tion at zhitbey , that when I deſired ſome of them might inform 
upon Oath, it was refuſed as a thing contrary to the rules of rhe 
Committee, and when I. deſired to ſpeak what I: could alleadge 
againſt them at the debate here, all ſuch motions were confuted 
with a withdraw, the informations and Articles /a#gh'd at,and ta- 
ken as granted. But though I whom it moſt concerned, could not 
be permitted to ſpeak much in my own caſe , yet I could perceive 
' Mr. Phelpes had a liberty to aggravate , and ſuggeſt, for which I 
muſt ſay black to his rogae, ſince Mr * M3l/ington Goes he is ſuch 
an honeſt man, as »o man. can ſay oo his eye. But for this I 
muſt excuſe him ſince it was but gratitude to carry owtheir de- 
ſigns whoſe ron mt otoongy to him had been greater then mine, 
And that this is no flight ſuſpicion , let a diſcovery of Mr. Conyers 
ſpeak, who acquaints his Father-in.law z/;ggoxer in a letter dated 
om Londonin 1649, that his proſecution of me had chew coſt hin 
above 100 /1b, ( beſides the 60 /b. he did emangere the Committee 
of for his non-reſidence in 1649. which if fo , I onely make this 
queſtion whether thisman would not rather ſpend a zoble to de- 
ry the Gol pel then ze pence to promote it. But what ſhall I 
ay then, who, by reaſon of the troubles he hath created me,have 
ſpent thelike ſum in the xeceſſary expences of journeys of 200 miles, 
inpriſonments and attendance , when I have received for all my of- 
nn at Yhitbey from:3647. but one 50/ib. _ - 
And now I think I have made good whatT promiſed, as to. the 
witneſſes againſt me, and yet done them no injury in theleaſt. Yet 
by theſe and fuch like Teſtimonies, though taken , as I ſaid before, 
without any atteſtation of Almighty God ( which many: times 
ſtrikes terrour into the moſt impenitent heart) was I on the 28 of 
- Decemb. laſt ſequeſtred of all I could pretend to at yhitbey,where- 
in how fully the malice of my enemies hath been ſatisfied,and with 
what precipitation the buſineſs was carried againſt me may be ſoon 
judged by the peruſal ofthis relation, in which I haveneither ad- 
ded nor dimiſhed, either to advantage my ſelf , or wrong my pro- 
ſecutours, _ 42: Ir 5 IE 
As for the VVitneſſes produced for me, it will not be amiſs to 
let the world know whac they are, leaſt my enemies might —_ 
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had as bad on my fide. The firſtis Fob: Newton of pphithey Gent: 
a perſon whoſea&ivity and fidelity to the State had recommended 
kim tothetruft of a Sequeftratomy , an honeft conſcientious man, 
and ftedfaſt to the intereſt ofthe Common-wealth in the moſt re. 
lapſingrumes. | | 
_ Wikan Zack on of Phithey an honeſt godly man, and Lieute- 
"nant at Sca, under Captain Lawſos. | | 
.» Hen. Noble of Whitbey once Head-Conftable, and one hath 
been much perſecuted by Sir Hgh Cho/meley for his not contri- 
buting to the Kings forces. © | : 

Reb. Buſtel of Whitbey, a knowing and religious man, and a.ſuf- 
fering fav tothe State. | 

Hen. Awlder of whitbey, a man of great reputation for his god- 
lineſs, and his early appearances for the Parliament in thofe parts. 

_ Hen. Linlay Gent, Colle&onr of the Cuftomes at 7hithey , a 
conſtant welk-willer to the State; and a great enemy to aff vice and 
licentiouſneſs. . ION WE 
- . Theſewith divers more;to the number ofnear 40 men of honeſt 

lives andconverfation, would have vindicated me asto the 8. and 
other mo ,ibad they been _ reſtifie 2H pb had 
cutours produced twice the nember, they ſhould not have 
Thus having fhewn what the VVitneſfes on both fides were, I 
am now to expreſs whatdifcoveries I have of Sir Hugh Cholmeley's 
being in the head of this proſecution. = RE, 
Having as I ſaid before prick'4 down the Juſtices, the firſt thing 
I obſerved, was, his ſending for divers of the inhabit#hts , defirin 
them to be preſent at theexamination to teſtifie what-they coul 
inſt me ; but it happening they were ſuch as would nor, to gra- | 
| hey man,bely their conſciences,he difmiffed them with chreat- 
ning intreatics that they ſhould fay nothing for me. 
A ſecond thing was that which is related in anſwer to the 
Teſtimony of Aſarmadnke Nuter, pag.13. | 
A third was the intertainment of two of the Juſtices, yz. Sir 
william, and Mr. Percehay, and moſt of the V Vitneſles againſt me, 
before and after the examination , but eſpecially ear night, when 
he cauſed allto be draws »p,m to his own honſe what intertain- 
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ments, congratulations, acclamations, and Triumphs infued, the in« 
habitants of z>h:tbey are not ignorant, 1 

Bur you will fay what exds had Sir Go imp all this?V Vhy ſhould 
he be at the expence of bringing'V Vitneffes 40 and 50 miles? Thefe 
queſtions I confeſs yay very well be made. for certainly.it cannot 
be ſuppoſed be ſhonſd pur himfelf to allthis trouble (befides a 
chargeable ſollicitation at Loxaon) .tocaft out a poor man, which 
being a ſtranger to him could never have fo far diſobliged him, out 
. of a living of 60 4b. a year, Therefore to.anſwer the queſtion 
more fully I muſt put the-Axto the root of the Tree , and diſco- 
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ially upon the taking of whithey by his forces,” ering he 
an 


chreatning char if ſhe, went nat,to-F{#/7:after her Husband , ſhe 
ſhould be tied ro Horſe tails with'other- Maſters wives. ' But now I 
ſpeak of the taking of that Town, I cannot but quate a famexs ex- 
ploit of the aforefaid Conyers. This Conyers being at that time in 
the Town ſeemed to be very much for the Partiament,, willing. to 
oppoſe Sir Hugs forces , but, pretending withall tg be 4 perſon 


of ome condu ; this Mr. odg ſo ingrufted him with the Abbey 


which he protniſed to make good with the tiuraber of men attoned 
him, In the mean time Letters were fent to Sir Hugh toadvance 
with his forces at fuch a time , and that this Conyers wag privy ta 
the defign may be judg'd by this adventure: : Thie night chat Sir 
 Hughwas to'come 0h "of 


cad of acquainting his men with: the 
- | danger 
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danger of the enemies advance, to make them more ſecure, he. 
ſends up'to the Abbey a Barrel or two of ſtrong Beer ; wherewith 
having laid ſome aſleep and made the reſt ſecure , he valiantly 
comes down the Hill alone into the Town , leaving both ex and: 
place to the mercy of the Ezemy,; And this courteſie I conceive is 
that which had ſo much ingratiated him with Sir Hagh, that there 
was no perſon thought fitter to wanage my 74i2e, as being one 
more apt to deſtroy a Citizen then an enemy. But I return again 
to-S.r Hugh. Now it pleaſed God to take away this Mr. Hodg ſon, 
in a Tempeſt upon the Coaſt of Holland, which accident laid: his 
wife, and others related to him , more open to Sir Hagh's perſecu- 
tions, and that this train- of malice is laid againſt me upon theſe 
old ſcores, I need not much labour to make appear, for Hodgſon: 
being dead ,. my fad fortune was to have married his V Viddow, 
who being before the mark of Sir H#gh's malice, brought me into 
his disfavour ſo much the more, as appears by an expreſſion of 
Mr. Conyers after my ſequeſtration , who ſaid that my .zYife had 
brought me to all this calamity. To this I may add that the yearly 
Stipend of whitbey, as alſo the Augmentation being to be paid by 
Sir H»gh, as being the impropriatour, it concerned him ſomewhat, 
there ſhould be ſuch a Miniſter as would ſuffer his allowance to 
| be carved out.to him as he pleaſed, which had I been .content 
with, Sir Hugh might have been. my very good friend to this day. 

' But (to give the Devil his due as the Proverb ſpeaks) I muſt 
here confeſs , that Sir Hzgh is guilty of ſome Juſtice , though he 
will haveit acknowledged as a favoxr , and meaſbre it by. his w:/. 
For about Ze laſt , he imployed his ſon Mr. H«gh Cholmeley to 
compound with me for my Arrears , for which he profered: me. 
112 /ib. which being not half of what, by ſeveral Orders, both of 
the Committee for p/andered Xnifters , and of the Truſtees for 
maintenguce of Miniſters , was due to me was adviſed to refuſe. 
And this refuſal (though. juſt) hath coſt me all the trouble, ex- 
pence, and inconveniences I have been at ſince , and conſequently 
of the preſent ſequeſtration I ly under. But that wherein 1 am to 
juſtifie Sir Hugh's proceedings in, is this, that he in axe. lait, 
would willingly have taken up all differences and accounts with 
the foreſaid ſum, whereas after my ſequeſtration , when I applied 
= my 
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my ſelfto the Truſtees for my Arrears,they found them-toamount 
but to 60 /b. (which yet I cannot receive) as appears by their Ox- . 
der of 7a».12. laſh, as if my ſequeſtration had made me incapable 
of what was due to me for my tormer officiating. z 

But alas !he that knew Sir Hugh beiore, will not wonder at 
theſe tranſactions. He that before walk'd by no other principles 
than thoſe of his :// , ſhould he ſtartle at an ation which he 
could juſtifie by his power ? The ſtory of one Thompſon, nick- 
named Beef, is got yet torgotren at z/hitbey,- one hang'd up in 
cold bloud by Sir Hugh's Command, without any advice of Offi- 
cers. *'Tistrue, the man had ſerved under Sir Hagh, when he was 
for the Parliament ; but. when he became an Apoftare he left him 
and liſted himſelf under Col. Bointon, for which Crime Sir Hugh ba- 
ving naw taken him a Priſoner, diſpatches him. Ifthecebe holecin 
the 4# of Oblivion to let leſſer fiſh eſcape, I hope there is none big 
enough for this Leviathan of zhitbey ; For I ſee no reaſon but in- 
quiſition may be made for this bloud. | 

And now | have done with Sir Hugh, having made good what 
I had promiſed in the former part of this relation, .and fhewn by 
what means and inſtruments, and upon what crimes and miſdemea- 
ors my ſequeſtration hath been. brought abour. . | 

1 hat which i beg of this Honourable Aﬀembly , is to conſider 
with what a ſtrong hand this de/ig hath been carried on , both 
here and at hitbey ; and thence obſerve how dangerous it is to 
ſuffer private Gentlemen to be Ba/baws in their Countrey, and do. - 
things upon the bare ſcore of cheir power and intereſt , and upon- 
confidence that thoſe wiiom they opprefs, are unable to call them 
to account,o: if they are,that things will be ſa diſguiſed by falſe re- 
preſentations chat the weaker will be ſtill over-raled... 

And this brings me to conſider that there is a dormant humour 
of Malignancy , which upon opportunity awakens to the perſecu- 
tion of hoxeſt men,which what it cannot do (as formerly) by a 
profeſſed hoſtility, it does by res and /upplantations ; wherein 
good men are the further from redreſs , by how much they are 
o— by their hands and Authority, who are intruſted to proret# 

them. | 

They are the y52ings and inſinuations of theſe men that de- 

praving 
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praving Courtsand Committees ſecretly perſecute the honeſt , and 
well-affeted of the Land, who now arethey that moſt cry out of 
oppreſſion. Theſearethey.that make ſecret wounds in the Com- 
mon-wealth , and inſenfibly bring an 0dium On your Govern- 
ment, while they make the World believe that you are fallen from 
kate 06" 17 of Reformation & proteCion of honeſt men,which 
you profeſſed before , even to the cutting off of that head which 
was the great anvi/e of all malicious and oppreſſive deſigns. 

By theſe minings am I wrought out of my profeſſion , rendered in- 
capable of doing that good which I have devoted iny ſelf unto, and 
made a ſpectacle of Miſery and Calamity to honeſt men , and of 
ſcorn to the plotters of my ruine. And in; this condition muſt I 
ſtill remain , unleſs your Honours taking the buſineſs into your 
cognizance, and conſidering, and weighing both my offence and 
puniſhment, order me that redreſs which you in your high Wiſ- 
doms ſhall think meet, which, if I may obtain, I doubt not of the 
concurrence of all honeſt men to bleſs God with me for your Ju- 
ſtice,in breaking the deſigns of unrighteous and powerfull, and conn- 
tenancing thoſe, who though poor and obſcure , delire to do good 
and to hrve quietly in the Land. 


_— 


Eclefiaſtes 41. So I returned and conſedered all the oppreſtions that are 
wrought under the Sun , and behold the tears of the oppretled , and they had no 
Comforter, and on the ſ:de of the oppreſlours there was power,but they had no 
Comforter. | 

Ifai 5-7. 41d be looked for Judgement,but b:hold oppreflion, and for righte- 
ouſneſs, bt behold a cry. 

Pſalm 12.5. For the oppreſiion of the poor, for the ſighing of the_necdy, now 
will I ariſe ſaith the Lord, 1 will ſet him in ſafety from bum that puſfeth at bim. 
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Poſt-{cript. 


H Aving given your Honours a, faithfull account of the de/ig 
of my Sequeſtratioz at the. Committee for plundered IMm- 
feers, Tamnow to preſume.to add ſomewhat touching my ſuc- 
ceſs at the Truftees for maintenance of Miniſters, to whom, in 
purſuance of the Orders of the former, I was to addreſs my ſelf 
for the Arrears of my officiating at zhitbey , having received but 
one 50 ib. fromthe beginning of 1647. to the 28 of Dec. 1652. ® 
and herein I propoſed to my ſelf the leſs difficulty ,, becauſe it is a 
thing granted out of courſe to any Sequzeftred man , but how far 
I come ſhort I ſhall briefly ſhew. | 

The Committee for plundered Miniſters: having as is before 
mentioned fully ſertled me at 7zyhitbey by their Order of Dec. 11. 
1650. thought fit, though I had officiated there onely as Le&xrer, 
before that I ſhould be conſidered, and hereupon granted me the 
following Order. | 


At the Committee for plundred Miniſters April 30. 
1-0.5. I. 


VVhereas Mr. 7/:/l;am Knight is ſetled by Order of this Com- 
mittee of the 11. of December in the Church of pphithey, in the 
, County of York, It is ordered that the ſaid Mr. K»:ght ſhall have 
all Arrears of the Tithes and profits of the faid Church , which fell 
and beeame due and payable tor ſuch time as he officiated the cure 
of the ſaid Churchy either before, or ſince his ſer/ement there by Or- 
der of this Committee. , | > 


Wiltum Hnye. 


VVith this, and other Orders , one I had imployed hereto 3 
that purpoſe, applied himſelf to the 7r»ſtees for maintenance _ => 
| of .-- 


'Y; | _.. | | 

-of Miniſters, but for'the ſpace of a whole year; all applications and 
attendance were fruitleſs , ſo that I was forced to impertune the 
Committee to.confirm and aſſert their former Orders , who there. 


+* 


upon iſſued this Order. : 


By the Committee for plundered Miniſters , April 30. 
| I'6 '5 2. 


 V'Vhereas this Committee the 16 of @fober 1647. granted fifty 
pounds a year reſerved to the Biſhop of York , out of the Impro- 
priateReQtory of zhitbey, in the County of Tok, to and for in- 
creaſe of the maintenance of the Miniſter of the Pariſh-Church of 
1hitbey aforeſaid , to comence from the 20 of May 1646. It is 
therefore Ordered that the Truſtees for ſale of Biſhops Lands do 
and they are required do iſſue their Warrant to the Treaſurers for 
fale of B:hops Lands to pay unto Mr. william Knight ; Miniſter of 
whirbey aforeſaid, or unto Mr. Humphry Hatward to his uſe the 
ſum of one hundred pounds for two years rent , of the premiſles 
ending the five and cwentieth day of March 1648. 


Fames As he. T ho. Liſter. * + 
N. Lechmore. Peter T emple. 


I ſhall need quote but theſe two , to ſhew what is my due, 
though T have had Order upon Order, to the namber of 16. or 17. 
from the Committee for-plandred iniFters ,, the Committee for 
Regulating the Univerſities and the Tryſtees, which with the at- 
tendance and trouble to procure them , I dare affirm have coſt me 
almoſt as much as I have gotten in purſuance of them. 

But as for my obſtrw#ion at the Tryſtees I muſt attribute it to the 
Tame deſign & intereſt ofthe Cholmeleyes; who herealſo with reaſon 
were to expe the aſſ#red favours of that plzral Clark M. Phelpes. 
VVhen I demanded my right at zyhitbey, 1 was anſwered, that the 
money was payed into the Treaſury ; when I inquired there , the 
anſwer was, it was not returned. And yith theſe put: offs. both 
| here and in the Countrey was I forced with my relations to be 
- barthenſome to friends, in hopes that one day (though with much 
trouble and ſuffering in the: mean time) 1fhould receive the »7- 
moſt farthing. And now that I thought the malice 0! my _—_— 
Re $48 4 vs 
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ſatisfied with my Sequeſtration, and that I was to apply my ſelf to 
the 77»ſftees T hoped the day was come. The accounts ſtand thus ; 
For two years augmentation , which is 100/56. and for three years 
ſtipend, which amounts to 3o /;b. Iam by the Committees Orders 
directed to Gerney houſe. 

For the year 1649. Mr. Conyers ſurpriſed the Committee , and 
during my reſtraint at Zoxdoy, got the profits thereof, though 1 
had ſolely officiated thantkindpast of it. 14. pag. 5. hyee geearhvT 

So that I am to receive of the Tr#ſtees for maintenance of Mi- 
niſters, for the years 1650. 1651. 1652. which amounts to-180 
lib. whereof there being 50 received, there remains 130. And 
ſo much I without any diſpute expeRed , but I found their recko- 
ning far otherwiſe. For being after a long attendance at the door 
called in, I was told, by Sir Fohn T horowgood,, that upon adjuſting 
of all accounts and a calculation of the time I had been ſetled,viz. 
from December 11. 1650. they found there was no more due to 
me then 60 /i6. for which if I pleaſed I might have an Order,to 
anſwer, which, I produced the Orders of the Committee for 1650. 
before I was ſetled. To take away with anſwer and at once con- 
fute all Orders, and further replies; Zealoxs Sir 7ohx returned 
ſomewhat to this effe&, Mr.Knight we are more carefull of you then 
you your ſelf , but there are many other poor Miniſters to be ſupplied: 
1 do not think the Committee for plundred Miniſters 3ntend' any Ar-_ 
rears before ſetlement to a Miniſter , whom they have found cauſe 
to SequeFter. By this it appears Sir ohy is not. meanly furniſhed 
with Evaſions (though bur ſlight ones, when he hath a minde to 
do a buſineſs. 'But as for the poor Xiniters he objets to me, I 
think hee z5 a poor Miniſter that is forced to live 5'or 6 years upon 
- one 5O /ih. But another thing that fell from him was as remark- 
able when it was conſidered whence I ſhould: receive this 60 /:6. 
which was my due, he ſaid of Mr. Harward Receiver.in Tork-ſhire, 
wherein whether Sir 79h» dealt ingeniouſly ler this Order (poſted 
up at Whithey, by the Cholmleyes) ſpeak. 4 | 
- Bythe T7#ſtees for Maintenance of Miniſters O#oþ.6. 1652. 

VViiliam Cholmeley Eſq; Tenant of the appropriate Refory , of 
Whitbey, : the County of York, hath exhibited his accounts f the 
| Rent of the ſaid Reflory, due from the firſt of Decemb. 1641. to the 
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(24) ; 
»inth of Octob. 1646. and from the ninth of Jan. 1649. tothe firft of 
Ocob. inftant, upon examining and ſtating whereof it appears to the 
Truſtees, that ſixty ſever pounds thirteen ſhillings four pence was in 
Arrear the 29 of Sept. la$t, of the Rent due to the ſaid [ruſtees for 
the ſaid years, which ſaid ſixty ſeven pounas thirteen ſhillings four 
peace he bath ſince payed into the T reaſury, as by the Treaſurers ac- 
quittances appears , it us therefore Ordered that Mr. Humphrey 
Harward rece:zver do forthwith diſcharge the ſaid Reftory,and T ythes 
and profits thereof , of and from any Seizure by him the [aid Mr.Har- 
ward made for defanlt of paiment of his Rent as aforeſaid , and to deli- 
ver unto him whatſoever goods, or Cattels of the ſaid My. Cholme- 
leyes, he hath diStrained for the ſaid Mr. Cholmeleys detainer of the 
[aid Rent ; and to the end, the ſaid Mr.Cholmeley may not in time to 
come receive any juſt diſcouragement in paiment of his Rent , the ſaid 
My Harward hereby is further appointed in all fair and due ways to 
aſſiſt the ſaid Mr.Chelmeley, in his quiet injoyment of the [aid Re- 
ftory and profits thereof , according to his Ledfs in that behalf, and the 
ſaid Pariſhioners of the [aid Parith of Whitbey aforeſaid, are from 
time to time to pay unto the ſaid Mr.Cholmeley all Tythes due from 
them unto him in right of the ſaid Revtory, as alſo all Arrers of Tythes 
by them any way kept or detained by virtme of any inhibition, or ſtop 
made of them by any Order, or direttion from the ſaid Truſtees, or of 
the ſaid Myr .Harward receiver by bis or their appointment. 
VeraCopia. 3p 


But that not taking, the Order was to be directed to Mr.Stee/, to 
which a ſtander by, faying, that Mr. $:ee/ had no ſuch moneys in 
his hands,& that therefore all addreſſes there were vain, Mr. Phelpe- 

conſcious it ſeems of ſomewhat replied, it may be "tis thought rhe Tcu- 
ſtees, or the Clark have the money ; wherein he was in the right , yet 
the Order was dire&ed to Mr. Steel, of my applications to whom I 
am now to give an account. 

 Thefirſttime I wentto him , all the anſwer I could get was that 
he would ſpeak withthe 7-«ſ#ees about it , whereby I conceive he 
was ſomewhat ſurpriz'd with the Order, which required him to pay 
the moneys he had never received. | 


F . » Thenext time he told methat hewas tobe accountable to me for 
EF \ . _ -- ':- that money, but withall difavowed the receiving of any, though he 
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had given Mr. Cholmeley an acquittance for it, and all the comfort : 


I had rrom him was, that as ſoon as any money came in I ſhould 


be conſidered, but when chat ſhould be, he knew nor. MM. 4 
Here is a ſtrange «fling of men's affairs. Sir oh T horowgood ? ©; ? NES 
would turn me over to Harward, though by the toregoing Order + / >» # 
utterly diſcharged of the buſineſs. But that I conceive was onely * © | d. 
to remove me 200 miles hence. That not taking | am direRted ro ©: }* * 
Mr..$teel , who diſavows the receit of the money, though he had +; TY, N 
given Cholmeley an acquittance for it. Cholmeley in the mean time © » 1; I 
poſts up the Order of the 77-ſtees that he ſatisfied, the Treaſury, © # 1. of Td. 
though white he was tranſaQing this buſineſs here, there was no ad- f:\. PTD FR - 
mittance for any that I imployed either to ſee Orders or know + #4. {; ” 4 
what was done. Mr. Stee/s man ſayesthis wasthe firſt acquittance "IH Tf 
ever granted without money received. Mr. Phe/pes doubts the Tyw- * » Þ4 [> 2: 
ftees, or the Clark have the money. The 7 rſtees wavethat and . I fl 'J 
ſend me whereT am not like to have any. | Ty TEE 3 
What a conSiracy of Intrignes is here to turn me from po# to =. } Fr CY 
pillar to no purpoſe ? Thus am T put to.afruitleſs, though no ſmall | *;.\ : SY 
expence for Orders;to a chargeable, yerendleſsattendance,whereof : i=? i V + 
the iſſue- muſt be to be layght out of my ſubſiſtance,and ct ox for (hd F p%5 & 6 
miſery with thoſe that depend on me. WellMar1GNAaNnGgY! i: 2a Þ hl * oh 
T hos ſhalt bethe Childe id this generation; Thou axs 10 wiſe, 10 pyo- | \ => "I'S: 
vident, 10 cations, that thy Dems areſo far from preventing, that 5 $ 2 I) SY 
they arehard to be diſcovered whet they have wrought their effet, **, * +> ſj 
T hou needeſt not prievethy excl«ffon from places of truſt, ſince, as *'. > Bo <p 
the Roman ſaid of Gold, that it was better be maſters of thoſe that '- Deke I 33 
have ir, then poſſeſsthe Gold it ſelf; ſo maiſt thou fay. That to be *f = ? 1,4 
able to inſnuate into,and corrupt thoſe in places of truſt is equiva- _ ID my 71 
lent to having their places. If thou dire& the ſword of Juſtice to +» 5 MP5. 3? 
ſtrike, it matters not who holds it. | | KI TY: *% 
Right Honourable, and righteous 7udges of the Land, I beſeech Y >+ » De | 
you judge between me, and my adverfariesin this caſe. rlave you #3. z"x* © 
ereted Committees, have you appointed Truftees for the Protefti- +. IV. > 
ox, or for the oppreſſion of hoxeſt men ? Do theſe men anſwer your. iN EE 
expecations of them , who inſtead of re/ietigngthe Godly arid well- 7% 7h I » o' 
affefted,cruſe and diſhearten them to gratifiethe ting enemy? 3's F< $2 : 
1 am diſcharged my roſeſſio rendred #nſerviceable to that deſign IJ RU { 
of providence, which I ad with afincete anJupright heart ſubmir-. \'> AE Pg 
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ade an uſeleſs Member of the Common- 


and with my Wi -and 4 Children expoſed to miſery.and 


F want, and:that whichaddsto the burden of my affliction isto cori- 


ſider, by-what means and" inſtruments 'my ruine is brought about. 
For whiereloever 1-turn my. ſelf whether to Committees, Truſtees, 


Treaſurers, nay; when T have:to do-but with Clarks (hole Perni- 


cious carwies).1-finde them. prepoſſeſſed by the elf-lame intereſt, 
and all ny bojerolefedredehith deforfnd eluſions, which puts ge in 
minde of thewords of Pav:id4to the Woman of 7Tekoah , Hathy 


_ L 


the hand of Joab been withthee1n all;this.? 1 make not. my ſervit 


and ſufferings forcheintereſt of the Common-wealth, a ground to | 


defireanything of your Honours zall chat'I begs out of-my righe 
to Juſtice, what 1 defire morelet itberefuſed,aud che prefumption 


-,- -puniſlid:.. -muſtconfeſs Fama man of a low and quiet ſpirit, and 


thence it may be thought that the compaſling of my ruine is not ſo 
oreat 4 miracle... Bur1 fear me, if inquiſition were made, there 


would be foyndmeny inſtances of perſons. more ative and better 
acquainted with cheaffairs of the Committees, and the world, that 


| 5 againſt theexorbitancy and Tyran- 
»y of mercenary Clarks, and others, who being too familiar with 
perſons in Authority, diver: them fromahe70/ef of hoveſt men, and 
work. chemtinſenſblyto. gratifie thoſe whoſe very acquaintance not 
Jonp fince was-4- conzgg9%06. - 1 ſhalfmakean end though my heart 
be ful, beſeeching-your Honours to.conſider the ſad condition 
Jambrought into, bythe crooked dealings of ſome men ; wherein 
alltharTbep is Jws T x cz NE 
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